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To: Provincial Directors of Health Services,

R6gional Directors of Health Services'

Dircctors of 'feaching Hospitals'

Heads of SPecialized CarnPaigns,

H.eacls of Government Medical Institutions'

Heacls of Private Medical lnstitutions

GLTIDBLINES FOR THE DISPOSAL OF DEAD BODIES

The Ceneral Circr-rlar letters reference 02-63D0A8 and A2-0612008' dated 25'h April

200{} and 2g,i December 2007 regarding disposal of dead bodies of persons with

t-llV & AIDS are hereby cancelled'

02.Withregardtodispclsalofalldeadboclies,(whetlrer.HlVpositiveornegative)tlre
heatth persorirel are advised to foltow the standarcl precautions as givetr belorry'

G ENERAL PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES

l. Deacl bodies slror-rld be placed prelerably in a body bag' ln the event body bags

are not available non-transparent polytl.,ene with a suitable thickness should be

usecl.

2. All statf or persons handlilg the body and the soiled linen should wear gloves'

3. Wlrere there is a possibilitfof injury to the fingers (e'g' cteaning the o.al cavity)

double gk:ves should be worn'

4. If there is a danger of fluid spillage such as wherr disinfecting or waslting the

body, the attendaits should wear a mask, water pro0f apron and boots' Eye shield

wotrld also be advantageous'

5. Further, tfrey must lvisl their hands thoro.rghly with soap and water atter the

procedures'
6. All clisposablc consunrables such as linen, worn glclves etc should be properly

disposed pretbrably by incineration ur early as potsibl.. All non-disposable items

rvtrichwillbere-usedslrallbeproperlyarrdetlbctivelydisinfected'..
7. All tissLre waste slroLrld be disposed a-, early as possible by br-rrial, incineration or

arry other eI'tective method' ,--..-* :.^1 ^ ri.onr nnr.

8. The relatives must be strongly discouraged lrorn coming into direct contact with

boclY fluids of dead bodies'

Dr. U. Ajith Mendis
Director Cleneral of Health Services
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